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THE FALL OF
THE TURKISH MODEL

How the Arab Uprisings Brought Down Islamic Liberalism
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\  Articulation is a contingent combination of interests and sectors that nevertheless has long-lasting effects,
especially in the way it recasts the combined interests and sectors. For a fuller discussion, see Cedric de

Leon, Manali Desai and Cihan T ugal, Building Blocs: How Parties Organize Society, Stanford:
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Stanford University Press, 2015.
Y Hence, the classical question ‘what is the class basis of X movement, policy, regime, etc.’should

beappended by another question: ‘what bloc can sustain it’? Blocs, more than classes, can be taken as the
(decentred) subjects of history. T his definition draws on, but revises, Nikos Poulantzas’s definition; see

Fascism and Dictatorship, London: New Left Books, 1974 [1970], 72; and Classes in Contemporary
Capitalism, London: New Left Books, 1975 [1974], 24.
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Y Such centrality of religion in national identity is not restricted to Islamic contexts. Varieties of Christianity

have been central in the formation of secular nationalisms in America, Poland, etc.
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¢ Differences between the more locally and internationally oriented bourgeois fractions, however, should not
be exaggerated. T he proto-liberal bourgeoisie also benefited hugely from import-substitution, which

persisted even in the 1950s, though in loosened and unplanned fashion. Ayse Bu@ra and Osman Savaskan,
New Capitalism in Turkey: The Relationship between Politics, Religion and Business,
Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar, 2014.
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o Nazih N. M. Ayubi, Over-Stating the Arab State: Politics and Society in the Middle East,
London: I. B. Tauris, 1995.

T\ Ayse Bugra, State and Business in Modern Turkey: A Comparative Study, Albany: State
University of New York, 1994.

V  Ca@lar Keyder, State and Class in Turkey: A Study in Capitalist Development, London: Verso,
1987.
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A Dankwart Rustow, ‘T urkish Democracy in Historical and Comparative Perspective’, in Metin Heper and
Ahmet Evin, eds., Politics in the Third Turkish Republic, Boulder, CO: Westview, 1994, 3—12.

4  Ayse Bugra and Caglar Keyder, ‘T he T urkish Welfare Regime in T ransformation’, Journal of
European Social Policy 16:3 (2006): 211-28.
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\+  Panayiotis J. Vatikiotis, The History of Modern Egypt: From Muhammad Ali to Mubarak. London:
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W\ Ibid,, 309.

\Y  John Esposito and John Voll, eds, Makers of Contemporary Islam, Oxford: Oxford University Press,
2001, 13.
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\Y  Tamir Moustafa, ‘Law versus the State: T he Judicialization of Politics in Egypt’, Law & Social Inquiry
28 (2003): 888.

V¢  Manar Shorbagy, ‘T he Egyptian Movement for Change — Kefaya: Redefining Politics in Egypt’, Public
Culture 19 (2007): 179.

\o  John Waterbury, The Egypt of Nasser and Sadat: The Political Economy of Two Regimes,

Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1983.
A\ Alan Richards and John Waterbury, A Political Economy of the Middle East, Boulder, CO: Westview
Press, 2007, 188.
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\A  Waterbury, The Egypt of Nasser and Sadat, 223.

V4 Hazem Kandil, ‘Why Did the Egyptian Middle Class March to Tahrir Square?’, Mediterranean Politics
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o\ S. Suleiman, Al-Nizam al-qawi wa al-dawla al-da‘ifa: Edaret al-azma al-maliya wa al-taghir al-

siyasi fi'ahd Mubarak, Cairo: Dar Merit, 2005, 9, 54.
oY  Richards and Waterbury, A Political Economy of the Middle East, 250.

oy  Ibid, 251.
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Middle East, 3rd edn, Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 2013, 25-9.
oo Ibid., 195-6.

o1 Similar to the disagreements regarding regime-Islamist relations in Egypt, the import of such active

support or involvement of the T unisian state in fostering the Islamic movement in the 1960s is a matter of
unresolved dispute. Mehdi Mabrouk, 2012. T unisia: T he Radicalization of Religious Policy’, in George
Jofté, ed., Islamist Radicalization in North Africa: Politics and Process, London: Routledge, 2012,
54

oV Frangois Burgat and William Dowell, The Islamic Movement in North Africa, 2nd edn, Austin:
University of Texas Press, 1997, 184.

oA Chris Toensing, ‘T unisian Labor Leaders Reflect upon Revolt’, Middle East Report 41:258 (Spring
2011): 30.



30 oo lgz o)los lodz o

Aq.d&LaéLgJ.ﬁa.xng.ig GO e (e > b (6800 ey

AP N T

)9_».«5 dw u_>‘ 99 09— o‘).o.b (()Y9iw)) LS";)L'LJ‘ )‘ GOJ.:.?LA &‘9;‘ 9 CJL?)O l.: as (_g)l.wJ‘).‘.J}u
s 3Spe olil B8 (18 9 10 9, (g i az e OUSEL L Yo o0 519 glaans o Lo
ad) VA9 ans b ol asSyssladl Koy oy Sws Lz b o (Jolliopn §gaio o)l
JS 45 (ol Cales 50 45 (20 pies g (Ni0g03 Lo piesges (€53l (Saelin 69 5) 590
by ol sloaty, el VooV Loy (o iz & 0S50 oy 4l S 58
o 5 St 9o ol il ¢ (s mmsle 4 oo 5l i VA ams o ) o Jb el @
?\.05.3 w\s aS.w.:)).»g uSlJ).L:},)‘OLe‘)s M)S &.9‘)5‘ 3o G‘W? sﬂjd LgJ.\f‘bLA)..w

5T ,156 olasdl g b 5ol 1L sladl casls Lo ol 90 50 WS o0 0Ll G souz a5 jsbles
ol o eassls 1,8 adze L Slam SOL YL mbaws sloo o 51 (SG a0 JWS Togd o J>
a3 ;0 4S5 xSl 5 oS ogei )] (55l pogat 5 2lo30l) e (cexles wleladl 6l ()b
OSi—ily 3-8lg] caSidly gloal Gluwge 5l (Cuns o) S L3 51 slawign .culS g0
spbie an (gge o)Ll el g (9o Syt 05 sespas a)lil ssleslsl sl Slew
ais Sl STb g Jom el Godio aile [ p .ol >, slas l3T b yoo il 53
(o..\_w‘sn)‘l.wb )inw .)‘..\.»..uu;‘ 2y e W‘yu;a L,;:LQWL..MJ O L:T as Sg w‘ J‘}w oKST ”M
Sl O & o158 s Ol S (ol Sans; e, 5l slaiws ogd Ju slosg sla o)1l &

04  Richards et al., A Political Economy of the Middle East, 3rd edn, 240-2.
T+ See Calar Keyder, ‘T he T urkish Bell Jar °, New Left Review 2:28 (July/August 2004): 65-84.

1\ Bugra and Savaskan, New Capitalism in Turkey; Ziya Ois, ‘Beyond the 2001 Financial Crisis: T he

Political Economy of the New Phase of NeoLiberal Restructuring in T urkey’, Review ofInternational
Political Economy 16:3 (2009): 409-32.

1Y See Neil Brenner, Jamie Peck and Nik T heodore, ‘Variegated Neoliberalization: Geographies, Modalities,
Pathways’, Global Networks 10:2 (2010): 209-10.
1Y T he AKP government, self-confident due to the credibility it gained as a result of its pursuit of free market

policies, loosened its ties with the IMF in the 2010s.
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¢ While Kandil provides one of the best accounts of this process, his insistence on calling the Egyptian

bourgeoisie (including the richest families of the country) a ‘middle class’ sector takes away from the
analysis. A critical distinction between the bourgeoisie and the new petty bourgeoisie deals with the nalytical
problems this institutionalist baggage (which takes the ruling class as the upper class) creates. Furthermore,
the dominant class has to be differentiated from the ruling class.

“o  See T imothy Mitchell, Rule of Experts: Egypt, Techno-Politics, Modernity, Berkeley: University
of California Press, 2002.

A1 T homas Richter and Christian Steiner, ‘Politics, Economics and Tourism Development in Egypt: Insights

into the Sectoral T ransformations of a Neo-patrimonial Rentier State’, Third World Quarterly 29:5
(2008): 955.
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\V  Stephen King, Liberalization against Democracy, Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2003.

A Emma C. Murphy, ‘Under the Emperor ’s Neoliberal Clothes! Why the International Financial Institutions

Got It Wrong in T unisia’, in Nouri Gana, ed., The Making of the Tunisian Revolution: Contexts,
Architects, Prospects, Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2013, 37-41, 45.

14 See Murphy, ‘Under the Emperor ’s Neoliberal Clothes!’, for a rare self-criticism of a past favourable

assessment.



33 (V) g3 oly aimts el

o U 130185 910 IS Sl

omesily0055 51 295 5l 03 ol Lles 09 (i BB e S 50 042335 10 85 o
|y il 3,55 08" gl S5 b 5 1 o (Soliw 4 &S sl 4 0,5 sloul |, JYeSeu
3 ety YsSw cos o g (o ST, dnngs 4y Il o (23515 S Ml L 0ges (oDl 5 (D
Sl iilen) adlaie 5 35 (o) 950 @ Olplecdlol cnl 353 @ azgi b g T (2] 5l
5 Y5 (gl st glasl (s ile a4 .ctS oy (Ll G (6l o5 oomssy slams,

S dy (iiSTg s casud B aile, gl 40 o 51 g YAAL 4o 045 oDl

-

333 39 Gl OB izren aSl (3053 VoS il 51 )55
oo s aibaie S 10 Sk o]l o baib 45 s glaolis 1AV Jlo odlsd OSE! ol ol
oladb b a4 o7 .cd;) slail 5 arel> ccanliw 3550 50 el (23138 51 5158 ulul [0yl .0gas
i o ea S Span Ly g iy 8 sl g a8lize JSEI & Lawsia Slids 515
IVl lssi s i - ansl a2l b 1, 355 olS 505mps ailon gl 55 a5 ols IS5 1, adlaie
Ly gy Oy 9ogy jmrms ailaie (LS50 48 (oas Ol & ¢ (Dol Dl a5 8
5y Stz gl elalsie 5 il Lol 45 45) Sgas (ilisglon isle 4 SaS caino Sinlen

. (.)5.3

WAL il (i g
i Sl 5o 1y emote G (ol 105 5l SuplaS Sols (Dl T £ 685 s (oS 4z
(Lagla i b)odie g (owbow Ol Tocitls 0525 (K00 (elozz = cliw slaglojlo b
St ©3) OBl cowsy oy ol p3 e yle ;0 (5le 1S 5 (698 aia, Lol g plo

V. I reserve the term sociopolitical organization for groupings that have broad (shared and contested)
political, social and economic visions, but are not as institutionalized as parties.
VY One of the most prominent of these, the Freedom Movement of Iran, for instance, was not even

comparable to the T urkish National Salvation Party/Welfare Party or the Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood in
terms of the scope and depth of its organization.
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VY  Bahman Baktiari, Parliamentary Politics in Revolutionary Iran: The Institutionalization of
Factional Politics, Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1996, 55.
VY Nikki R. Keddie, Modern Iran: Roots and Results of Revolution, New Haven, CT: Yale University

Press, 2006 [2003], 238; Charles Kurzman, The Unthinkable Revolution in Iran, Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 2004, 146-7.

V¢  Ervand Abrahamian, The Iranian Mojahedin, New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1989.

Vo  Ali Gheissari and Vali Nasr, Democracy in Iran: History and the Quest for Liberty, Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2006, 101.
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V1 Baktiari, Parliamentary Politics in Revolutionary Iran.

VV  See Kurzman, Unthinkable Revolution, chapter 2.
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VA  Masserat Amir-Ebrahimi, ‘Conquering Enclosed Public Spaces’, Cities 23 (2006): 455-61.

V4  For the incredibly contradictory, sometimes liberating, aspects and outcomes of segregation policies, see

Nazanin Shahrokni, ‘T he Mother ’s Paradise: Women-Only Parks and the Dynamics of State Power in the
Islamic Republic of Iran’, Journal of Middle East Women'’s Studies (forthcoming).

A+ Amir-Ebrahimi, ‘Conquering Enclosed Public Spaces’.
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A\ Misagh Parsa, Social Origins of the Iranian Revolution, New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University
Press, 1989, 91-5, 105-25.

AY  See Mehrdad Valibeigi, ‘Islamic Economics and Economic Policy Formation in Post-Revolutionary Iran: A

Critique’, Journal of Economic Issues 27:3 (1993): 793-812. Some commentators have questioned the
radical faction’s commitment to radicalism. Khomeini’s exact role in these factional battles is also open to
more than one interpretation (e.g., see Kevan Harris, ‘T he Rise of T he Subcontractor State: Politics of

Pseudo-Privatization in the Islamic Republic of Iran’, International Journal of Middle East Studies
45:1 [2013]: 50).

AY  Elizabeth Sanasarian, ‘Ayatollah Khomeini and the Institutionalization of Charismatic Rule in Iran, 1979—
1989, Journal of Developing Societies 11 (1995): 189-205.

A¢  Farhad Nomani and Sohrab Behdad, Class and Labor in Iran: Did the Revolution Matter?
Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University Press, 2006, 2-3, 38.
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Ao Sohrab Behdad, ‘Winners and Losers of the Iranian Revolution: A Study in Income Distribution’,

International Journal of Middle Eastern Studies 21:3 (1989): 327-58.
A\ Nomani and Behdad, Class and Labor in Iran, 206.
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WY  See, e.g., Samia Mehrez, ‘Take T hem Out of the Ball Game: Egypt’s Cultural Players in Crisis’, Middle
East Report 31:219 (Summer 2001): 11-12.

WY Most of the following six paragraphs are taken from Cihan T ugal, ‘Religious Politics, Hegemony, and the
Market Economy: Parties in the Making of T urkey’s Liberal-Conservative Bloc and Egypt’s Diffuse

Islamization’ in Cedric De Leon, Manali Desai, and Cihan T u@al, eds, Building Blocs: How Parties
Organize Society, Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2015.

\¢  Brynjar Lia, The Society of the Muslim Brothers in Egypt: The Rise of an Islamic Mass

Movement 1928-1942, Reading, UK: Ithaca Press, 1998; Richard P. Mitchell, The Society of the
Muslim Brothers, London: Oxford University Press, 1969.
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\\o  Olivier Carré, Les Fréres Musulmans Egypte et Syrie, 1928-1982, Paris: Gallimard/Julliard, 1983,
12.

W1 Salwa Ismail, ‘Confronting the Other: Identity, Culture, Politics, and Conservative Islamism in Egypt’,
International Journal of Middle East Studies 30 (1998): 207.

\V  See Davut Ates, ‘Economic Liberalization and Changes in Fundamentalism: T he Case of Egypt’, Middle
East Policy 12 (2005): 133-44.

WA Ismail, ‘Confronting the Other ’, 213—14.
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W4  See Barbara Zollner, ‘Prison Talk: T he Muslim Brotherhood’s Internal Struggle during Gamal Abdel

Nasser ’s Persecution, 1954 to 1971°, International Journal of Middle East Studies 39 (2007): 411—
33, for the political roots of this moderation in a split within the Muslim Brotherhood in the 1960s.

\Y- Malika Zeghal ‘Religion and Politics in Egypt: T he Ulema of Al-Azhar, Radical Islam, and the State
(1952-94)’, International Journal of Middle East Studies 31 (1999): 371-99.

\Y\ Raymond W. Baker, ‘Afraid for Islam: Egypt’s Muslim Centrists between Pharaohs and Fundamentalists’,
Daedalus 120 (1991): 41-68.

\YY Mohammed Zahid and Michael Medley. ‘Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt and Sudan’, Review of African
Political Economy 33 (2006): 693-708.

\YY  Salwa Ismail, ‘Confronting the Other: Identity, Culture, Politics, and Conservative Islamism in Egypt’,

International Journal of Middle East Studies 30 (1998): 211-12.
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\Y¢  Salwa Ismail, Political Life in Cairo’s New Quarters: Encountering the Everyday State,

Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2006; Gilles Kepel, ‘Islamists versus the State in Egypt and
Algeria’, Daedalus 124 (1995): 113.

\Yo Salwa Ismail, ‘Religious “Orthodoxy” as Public Morality: T he State, Islamism and Cultural Politics in
Egypt’, Critique: Critical Middle Eastern Studies 8 (1999): 25-47; Maha Abdel Rahman, ‘T he
Politics of “UnCivil” Society in Egypt’, Review of African Political Economy 29 (2002): 21-36.

\Y1 Denis J. Sullivan and Sana Adeb-Kotob, Islam in Contemporary Egypt: Civil Society vs. the State,
Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 1999, 57.

\YV  Al-Awadi, In Pursuit of Legitimacy, 39.
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\YA  See Al-Awadi, In Pursuit of Legitimacy, chapter 3.
\Y4  Alexander, ‘Islamists and Workers in T unisia and Algeria’.

\Y+  For one of the biographical accounts regarding how this contact took place among the top leaders, see

Frangois Burgat and and William Dowell, The Islamic Movement in North Africa, 2™ edn, Austin:
University of Texas Press, 1997, 185.

Y\ T he almost obsessive anti-socialism of the movement comes forth much more clearly in the French
version of Burgat’s interview with Enneifer, one of the founders and primary leaders (Frangois Burgat,

L'Islamisme au Maghreb: La voix du sud, Paris: Karthala, 1988, 208-9). For more on the regime-al-
Nahda cooperation against Marxism at the end of the 1970s and the early 1980s, as well as the fluctuating
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repression and persecution faced by the Islamists, with 1981 as the apex, see Burgat L Tslamisme au
Maghreb, 214-16, 218-20.

\YY Burgat and Dowell, Islamic Movement in North Africa.

\YY  Mehdi Mabrouk, ‘T unisia: T he Radicalization of Religious Policy’, in George Joffé, ed., Islamist

Radicalization in North Africa: Politics and Process, London: Routledge, 2012, 61. T his account is
questionable because al-Nahda emerged as the most organized force immediately after the ouster of Ben Ali.
It must therefore have kept some of its organization intact underground.

\Y¢ See Mabrouk, ‘T unisia: T he Radicalization of Religious Policy’, 63, on the ‘scientific’ Salafis, though his

comments need to be taken with a grain of salt due to his partisanship on behalf of al-Nahda and against
other Islamist groups
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\Yo Alexander, ‘Islamists and Workers in T unisia and Algeria’, 470—6.
Y1 Ibid., 472.

\YV Azzam S. Tamimi, Rachid Ghannouchi: A Democrat within Islamism, New York: Oxford University
Press, 2001, 103, 144.
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Traffic history for domain zeitoons.com, last 12 months
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Traffic history for domain shahrvand.com, last 7 years
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