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2. WHY AREN'T WE WINNING?

A CRITIQUE OF TODAY'S LEFT

1.These other positions can be seen in the various denunciations of Occupy for being too liberal.
See Mark Bray, ‘Five Liberal Tendencies that Plagued Occupy’, ROAR Magazine, 14 March 2014,
atroarmag.org. Similar arguments have also been made in the past. Marx, for example, argued
that the peasantry provided an insufficient class basis for revolutionary politics, and that only the
industrial working class would have interests in line with communism. Our argument is that,
regardless of the class basis of horizontalism, localism and other folk politics, they all remain
bound by notions of spatial, temporal and conceptual immediacy.

2.Anna Feigenbaum, Fabian Frenzel and Patrick McCurdy, Protest Camps (London: Zed, 2013),
p- 159. We might observe that variants of horizontalism were present in left politics for some time
before the early 1970s, with proto-horizontalist commitments clearly visible in nineteenth-
century anarchism, as well as much earlier movements.

3.This chapter will leave aside the lengthy history of anarchist thought and practice, in order to
focus solely on horizontalism as a contemporary embodiment of some of its principles and
practices.

4.John Holloway, Change the World Without Taking Power. The Meaning of Revolution
Today (London/Sterling, VA : Pluto, 2002).

5.Richard Day, Gramsci Is Dead: Anarchist Currents in the Newest Social Movements(London :
Pluto, 2005), p. 8. See also Jon Beasley-Murray, Posthegemony: Political Theory and Latin
America (Minneapolis : University of Minnesota Press, 2010).

6.A commitment to consensus decision-making is not always an explicit mainstay of
horizontalism as such, but is rather a popular contemporary way of procedurally embodying
horizontality in practice. Some forms of anarchism, such as South American ‘platformism’,
explicitly avoid consensus decision-making.

7.Uri Gordon, Anarchy Alive. Anti- Authoritarian Politics from Practice to Theory (London:
Pluto, 2007), p. 20.

8.While we remain unconvinced of the large-scale prospects for direct democracy in its face-to-

face and/or consensus-driven forms, this certainly does not preclude thinking about how
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participative democracy might be conceived along more complex, technologically mediated lines.
9.Murray Bookchin, Post-Scarcity Anarchism (Edinburgh : AK Press, 2004), p. xxviii.

10.Ibid., p. 58.

11.Manuel Castells, Networks of Outrage and Hope. Social Movements in the Internet
Age(Cambridge, UK/Malden, MA : Polity, 2012), p. 11.

12.The origin of the form of consensus decision-making used in contemporary left activism is
generally thought to have been with the Quaker religious movement around 300 years ago. The
procedure was introduced to political activism via Quaker participants in anti-nuclear campaigns.
L. A. Kauffmann, ‘The Theology of Consensus’, in Astra Taylor and Keith Gessen, eds, Occupy!
Scenes from Occupied America (London: Verso, 2011).

13 Marina Sitrin, ‘Occupy : Making Democracy a Question’, in Federico Campagna and Emanuele
Campiglio, eds, What We Are Fighting For:. A Radical Collective Manifesto(London : Pluto, 2012),
pp.- 86-7.

14.Colin Crouch, Post- Democracy (Cambridge : Polity, 2004).

15 Kauffmann, ‘Theology of Consensus’.

16.Federico Campagna and Emanuele Campiglio. ‘What Are We Struggling For?’, in Campagna
and Campiglio, What Are We Fighting For?,p.5.

17.Bookchin, Post-Scarcity Anarchism, p. 11.

18.South London Solidarity Federation, ‘Direct Action and Unmediated Struggle’, in Campagna
and Campiglio, What Are We Fighting For?, p. 192.

19.Perhaps the best-known form of direct action, the mass strike, was the most powerful weapon
of labour movements in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, and remains a significant tool
when used appropriately today. But this often requires scaling up (to a national or industry-wide
level) as well as persistence, solidarity, consistent membership and organised systems of funding.
The structure of horizontalist movements often militates against the success of this kind of tactic.
20.Feigenbaum et al., Protest Camps, p. 161.

21.The relative successes of Egypt, Tunisia and Iceland in using the tactic of occupation stem from
a variety of conditions that render them significantly different from the conditions in Europe and
North America - for instance, the relatively homogeneous religious and ethno-cultural

composition of Tunisia and Iceland; the strong links forged between the occupations and other
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institutional forms of resistance in all three countries; the different (more visible) form of state
repression in Egypt and Tunisia; the small size of Iceland (and the conscious attempt to express the
movement in parliamentary terms); and the distinctive affective hurdles (namely, fear) to be
overcome in Egypt and Tunisia. For these and other reasons, these countries managed more
success with the tactic.

22 Research and Destroy, ‘The Wreck of the Plaza’, Research and Destroy, 14 June 2014,
atresearchanddestroy.wordpress.com.

23.Josh MacPhee, ‘A Qualitative Quilt Born of Pizzatopia’, in Kate Khatib, Margaret Killjoy and
Mike McGuire, eds, We Are Many: Reflections on Movement Strategy from Occupation to
Liberation (Edinburgh: AK Press, 2012), p. 27.

24.Taylor and Gessen, Occupy*.

25.George Ciccariello-Maher, From Oscar Grant to Occupy: The Long Arc of Rebellion in
Oakland,” in Khatib et al., We Are Many, p. 42.

26.Castells, Networks of Outrage and Hope, p. 59.

27 Feigenbaum et al., Protest Camps, p. 35.

28.Ibid., pp. 52-3.

29.Ibid., p. 42.

30.See, for example, the Australian Tent Embassy built around aboriginal land rights (ibid., p. 45);
Castells, Networks of Outrage and Hope, pp. 59-60.

31.Lester Spence and Mike McGuire, ‘Occupy and the 99%’, in Khatib et al., We Are Many, p. 58.
32 RaUll Zibechi, ‘Latin America Today, Seen from Below’, Upside Down World, 26 June 2014,
atupsidedownworld.org, pp. 42-4. We would argue that, while spontaneous political and

social movements lasting a relatively short time have a role to play, a politics that
consists entirely of such entities will find it extremely difficult to take apart and replace the
relatively long-lasting embedded phenomena that characterise advanced capitalism.

33.Anton Pannekoek, Workers Councils (Edinburgh: AK Press, 2003); Gregory Fossedal, Direct
Democracy in Switzerland (New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction, 2007); Keir Milburn, ‘Beyond
Assemblyism: The Processual Calling of the 21st-Century Left, in Shannon Brincat,
ed., Communism in the 21st Century, Volume 3. The Future of Communism (Santa Barbara:

Praeger, 2013).
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34.Isabel Ortiz, Sara Burke, Mohamed Berrada and Hern@n Cortés, World Protests 2006
2013(New York: Initiative for Policy Dialogue and Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, 2013), pdf available
at fes-globalization.org.

35.Michael Albert, Parecon: Life After Capitalism (London: Verso, 2004).

36.Samuel Farber, ‘Reflections on “Prefigurative Politics”, International Socialist Review 92
(March 2011), at IST€View.org.

37.Jane McAlevey, Raising Expectations (and Raising Hell\. My Decade Fighting for the Labor
Movement (London: Verso, 2014),p. 11.

38.Not An Alternative, ‘Counter Power as Common Power’, Journal of Aesthetics and Protest9
(2014), at Joaap.org.

39 Martin Gilens and Benjamin Page, ‘Testing Theories of American Politics: Elites, Interest
Groups, and Average Citizens’, Perspectives on Politics 12: 3 (2014).

40.Rodrigo  Nunes, Organisation of the Organisationless. Collective Action After
Networks(London : Mute, 2014), p. 36.

41.David Graeber, Fragments of an Anarchist Anthropology (Chicago, IL: Prickly Paradigm,
2004), p. 89.

42 Helen Hester, ‘Synthetic Genders and the Limits of Micropolitics’, ... ment 6 (2015).

43 Marco Desiriis and Jodi Dean, ‘A Movement Without Demands?’ Possible Futures, 3 January

2012, at possible-futures.org.

44 Noam Chomsky, Occupy (London : Penguin, 2012), p. 58.

45 Not An Alternative, ‘Counter Power as Common Power’.

46.Ibid.

47 Jeroen Gunning and Ilan Zvi Baron, Why Occupy a Square? People, Protests and Movements
in the Egyptian Revolution (London : Hurst, 2013), pp. 180-1.

48.Ibid., p. 181.

49.Hakim Bey, TAZ- The Temporary Autonomous Zone, Ontological Anarchy, Poetic Terrorism,
2nd rev. edn (Brooklyn : Autonomedia, 2011), p. xi.

50.Communiqu¢ from an Absent Future’, We Want Everything, 24 September 2009,

atwewanteverything. wordpress.com, p. 19.

51.Desiriis and Dean, ‘A Movement Without Demands?’.
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52.See, for example, Theodore Schatzki’s discussions of Shaker villages: Theodore Schatzki, The
Site of the Social. A Philosophical Account of the Constitution of Social Life and
Change (University Park, PA : Pennsylvania State University, 2002).

53 .Farber, ‘Reflections on “Prefigurative Politics” .

54 Bruno Bosteels, ‘The Mexican Commune’, at academia.edu, p-12.

55.This is an old question, often invoked in debates between anarchism and Marxism. See, for
example, historical reflections on anarchism and communism in Mexico in ibid., p. 6.

56.The Invisible Committee, The Coming Insurrection (Los Angeles: Semiotext(e), 2009), p. 12;
John Holloway, Crack Capitalism (London: Pluto, 2010); Nathan Brown, ‘Rational Kernel, Real
Movement: Badiou and Theorie Communiste in the Age of Riots’, Lana Turner. A Journal of
Poetry and Opinion 5 (2012); David Graeber, ‘Afterword’, in Khatib et al., We Are Many, p. 425.
57.Spence and McGuire, ‘Occupy and the 99%’, p. 61.

58.Paul Mason, Why It s Kicking Off Everywhere. The New Global Revolutions (London: Verso,
2012), p. 63.

59.In light of the emergence of Occupy, McKenzie Wark memorably asked : How do you occupy
an abstraction? See McKenzie Wark, ‘How to Occupy an Abstraction’, atversobooks.com.

60.R. 1. M. Dunbar, ‘Neocortex Size as a Constraint on Group Size in Primates’, Journal of Human
Evolution22: 6 (1992).

61.For the most extensive study of this, see Marina Sitrin, Everyday Revolutions. Horizontalism
and Autonomy in Argentina (London: Zed, 2012).

62.Silvia Federici, ‘Feminism, Finance and the Future of #Occupy - An Interview’, ZNet, 26
November 2011, at ZCOMM.OTg.

63.A similar problem arose with the general assemblies at Occupy Wall Street. Milburn, ‘Beyond
Assemblyism, p. 191; Sitrin, Everyday Revolutions, p. 67-8.

64 .Sitrin, Everyday Revolutions, p. 130; Juan Alcorta, ‘Solidarity Economies in Argentina and
Japan’, Studies of Modern Society 40: 12 (2007), p. 270.

65 Farber, ‘Reflections on “Prefigurative Politics™.

66.Estimates are that the barter economy went from between 1 and 2.5 million people to just
100,000 people once the economy recovered. Alcorta, ‘Solidarity Economies’, pp. 272-3;
Sitrin, Everyday Revolutions, p.77.
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