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7.ANEW COMMON SENSE

1.Lesley Wood, Crisis and Control: The Militarization of Protest Policing (London: Pluto, 2014).

2.For an overview of some of the debates around capitalism’s origins, see Ellen Meiksins Wood, The Origin
of Capitalism: A Longer View (London: Verso, 2002), Chapters 1.3.
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hegemony of ‘development’, see Kalyan Sanyal, Rethinking Capitalist Development: Primitive
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Power’, Pravda,9 April 1917, at marxists.org.
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Never’, in Benjamin Noys, ed., Communization and Its Discontents: Contestation, Critique, and
Contemporary Struggles (Brooklyn : Minor Compositions, 2012).

6.While agreeing with their counter-hegemonic approach and insistence on a postcapitalist vision, we
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universalism, which enables them to see small-scale particularities as sufficient for changing
economies. For the critique of capitalist universalism and the articulation of a postcapitalist hegemony,
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Currents in the Newest Social Movements (London: Pluto, 2005); Scott Lash, ‘Power After Hegemony:
Cultural Studies in Mutation?’ Theory, Culture & Society 24: 3 (2007); Athina Karatzogianni and
Andrew Robinson, Power, Resistance, and Conflict in the Contemporary World: Social Movements,
Networks, and Hierarchies (London/New York: Routledge, 2010); Jon Beasley-Murray,
Posthegemony: Political Theory and Latin America (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press,
2010). It suffices to say that the majority of these critiques rest upon a misconstruction of hegemony,
either as being equivalent to domination (which in all its post-Gramscian formulations it is explicitly
not) or as relying upon active assent (which it does not). While other theoretical understandings of
power -such as those offered by thinkers like Foucault, Deleuze and Guattari, and Bourdieu - might be
usefully applied as supplements to the perspective offered by the idea of hegemony, we do not agree

with those who have recently argued that they can effectively replace it.
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9.It is useful to note here that, while hegemonic governance is generally within the order of (at least passive)
consent, it does not mean the total absence of dominance or coercive force. It indicates simply a
situation in which coercive force must be cloaked in the respectable garb of consensuality. See
Gramsci, Selections from the Prison Notebooks, p. 80. This clarification is necessary to avoid charges
of the kind levelled against Gramscian hegemony theory by critics who want to attest to the historical-
cultural specificity of the idea, especially given its apparent incompatibility with very different political
situations such as those of India under British colonialism, or the United States during slavery. See
Ranajit Guha, Dominance Without Hegemony: History and Power in Colonial India (Cambridge,
MA : Harvard University Press, 1998); Frank Wilderson, ‘Gramsci’s Black Marx: Whither the Slave in
Civil Society?’ Social Identities9: 2 (2003). We will presume that hegemony in the generalised sense we
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Pluto Press, 2010).
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historical manifestation. Indeed, an overt focus on electoralism in preference to achieving broader
hegemonic transformations would seem to us to be an abandonment of the fundamental insights of
hegemony itself - not the least of which is an understanding of power as resting in multiple
interlocking loci, of which the state is only one.
13.While we endorse the expansion of the concept of hegemony contained in the work of Ernesto Laclau and
Chantal Mouffe, in particular its expansion of the range of political subjectivities included within it,
it is not without problems. The use of discourse theory as a social ontology results in an effectively
anti-realist account, which does unnecessary harm to the broader project of understanding the
complexity of the political world. See Ernesto Laclau and Chantal Mouffe, Hegemony and Socialist
Strategy (London/New York: Verso, 1985); Ernesto Laclau, New Reflections on the Revolution of
Our Time (London/New York: Verso, 1990). For a lengthy critique of Laclau and Mouffe’s
discourse-based hegemony theory, see Geoff Boucher, The Charmed Circle of Ideology : A Critique
of Laclau and Mouffe, Butler and Zvinek (Melbourne: re.press, 2009).
14 .David Harvey, A Brief History of Neoliberalism (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005), p. 40.
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think tank. See Nathan J. Russell, ‘An Introduction to the Overton Window of Political Possibilities’,
Mackinac Center for Public Policy, 4 January 2006, at mackinac.org.
16.This can be conceived in cultural terms as the creation of ‘capitalist realism’. See Mark Fisher, Capitalist
Realism: Is There No Alternative? (Winchester: Zero, 2009).
17.In such a situation, hegemony has nothing to do with the capacity to make people believe in you; it has
everything to do with the strategic capacity to render their belief or disbelief irrelevant.’ Jeremy
Gilbert, ‘Hegemony Now’, 2013, at academia .edu, p. 16.
18.David Harvey, Spaces of Hope (Berkeley, CA : University of California Press, 2000), p. 159.
19.Judy Wajcman, TechnoFeminism (Cambridge: Polity, 2004), p. 35.
20 .Jonathan Joseph, Hegemony : A Realist Analysis (New York: Routledge, 2002).
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Drive History? The Dilemma of Technological Determinism (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1994);
and Networks of Power: Electrification in Western Society, 1880-1930 (Baltimore, MD: Johns
Hopkins University Press, 1993).

22.This is what Peter Thomas argues: ‘Gramsci ... was aware that all social practices are interrelated,
precisely because of his Marxist emphasis on social practices as social relations within a social
totality, not merely as the expressions of some regional logics. That led him to conceive of what I

) ““

would describe as the “political constitution of the social’.” Peter Thomas, “The Gramscian
Moment”: An Interview with Peter Thomas’, in Adam Thomas, ed., Anfonio Gramsci: Working-
Class Revolutionary: Essays and Interviews (London: Workers’ Liberty, 2012).
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University of Pennsylvania Press, 2003), p.21.
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and Richard Stites, transl. Charles Rougle (Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press, 1984).

27 .Siddiqi, Red Rockets’ Glare, pp.86-7.

28 .Richard Stites, Revolutionary Dreams: Utopian Vision and Experimental Life in the Russian Revolution
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1989), p.36.
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Red Rockets’ Glare, Chapter 8.
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Reinterpretation of the Soviet Industrial Economy (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press,
2003), pp.6-7.

31.Steve Fraser, The Age of Acquiescence: The Life and Death of American Resistance to Organized
Wealth and Power (New York: Little, Brown US, 2015), Chapter 6.
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pessimism of Battlestar Galactica is one example of this. Barry Buzan, ‘America in Space: The
International Relations of Star Trek and Battlestar Galactica', Millennium : Journal of International
Studies39:1(2010).
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Fredric Jameson, Representing Capital: A Reading of Volume One (London: Verso, 2011), p. 90.

37 Fredric Jameson, A Singular Modernity: Essay on the Ontology of the Present (London: Verso, 2002), p.
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The Concept of Nature in Marx (London: Verso, 2014), p. 128; Ernst Bloch, The Principle of Hope
(Cambridge, MA : MIT Press, 1995).
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Polity, 2012), p. 15.

51.Patricia Reed, ‘Seven Prescriptions for Accelerationism’, in Robin Mackay and Armen Avanessian, eds,
#Accelerate: The Accelerationist Reader (Falmouth: Urbanomic, 2014), pp.528.31.
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per cent: N. Gregory Mankiw, Macroeconomics, 8th edn (New York: Worth, 2012).

67.William Mitchell and L. Randall Wray, ‘Modern Monetary Theory and Practice’, 2014, pdf available at
mmtonline.net.
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